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In April, the Friends of  Merrymeeting Bay,  Earthjus-

tice and several individuals, including Penobscot East 

Resource Center co-founder Ted Ames, Doug Watts, 

against the commissioners of  the Maine Department 

of  Marine Resources and the Department of  Inland 

Fisheries and Wildlife on behalf  of  the alewives and 

plaintiffs argue is preempted by and illegal under the 

Clean Water Act, according to attorneys Roger Fleming 

to a few shrill voices is absolutely unconscionable as 

well as in total violation of  the Clean Water Act,” said 

Ed Friedman, chairman of  Friends of  Merrymeeting 

-

er herring nor the endangered Gulf  of  Maine ground-

considered degraded if  the use of  the river is com-

With last year’s lack of  herring still fresh in every-

one’s mind, it’s hard to be cheerful about the bait 

-

mist, but this industry beats you down,” said Wyatt An-

derson, manager of  O’Hara Corporation’s bait division

To compensate for the poor showing of  herring last 

year, O’Hara Corporation began using hard bait and 

Herring, pogies and 
alewives, oh my

continued on page 11

By Sarah Paquette

By Melissa Waterman

continued on page 11

Women in the lobster industry
By Mary Lyons

Let the alewives swim free!

A wave of  change has been 

slowly making its way through 

it’s still a man’s world comprised 

of  men hauling their traps day af-

far to see that women now play 

 

According to Maine Lobster-

-

tor Patrice McCarron there are 

simply a lot more women in the 

business now than there were ten 

from the New England Aquarium 

to become MLA associate director 

-

cause she was one of  only “girls” at  

McCarron says there’s been “quite 

a nice transition, having women in 

those organizing roles which didn’t 

the Downeast Lobstermen’s As-

Asked if  she faced any challenges 

in the lobster industry, she replies, 

with knew I worked hard and would 

themselves so there was a mutual 

I didn’t belong, it always felt like a 

agree with McCarron that gender 

is a non-issue; some say it’s an is-

sue that is overcome with time, 

gaining respect through hard 

Jennie Bichrest, Maine Fish-

ermen’s Forum board mem-

ber and owner of  Purse Line 

-

 Patrice McCarron, MLA Executive 

Director, has seen an increase in the 

number of  women involved in the Maine 

lobster industry during her ten years with 

the organization. Photo by Mike Young.
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Alewives continued from page 1

closing the river to alewives was a reduction of  water quality under the law, the 

 

-

legislature passed a law prohibiting the passage of  spawning alewives to their native 

-

sage at the Woodland Dam but continued prohibiting alewives from migrating past 

the Grand Falls Dam, effectively removing them from their traditional spawning 

-

smallmouth bass numbers drop, then alewife numbers would be held in check or 

“Alewives and river herring are vital cogs in the wheel of  the Atlantic Ocean 

Herring continued from page 1

now has over a million pounds in stock 

-

sole from British Columbia, Asian carp 

from the Illinois and Mississippi riv-

company also carries frozen and fresh 

pogies, though Anderson doesn’t think 

he will see fresh pogies until June with 

Jennie Bichrest, manager of  Purse 

soon to see if  she can obtain different 

Live Lobster Company of  Chelsea, 

-

Lobster recently purchased the plant 

to open a lobster processing operation 

LLC, another subsidiary of  Live Lob-

an inventory of  frozen bait for the sea-

son and plans to become a major sup-

plier of  bait for downeast Maine with 

hopes to have the coolers up and run-

ning by early June, but also has freezer 

smack from Gouldsboro to Jonesport 

to provide bait and fuel to numerous 

-

tion to the newest location, Bait Man 

 

Last year, lobstermen reported see-

ing lots of  small herring and a scar-

out then they dispersed before they 

thought this year might bring, he re-

went on to say that the stock for this 

year looks good, especially off  Georges 

probably won’t be going out again after 

there will be bait, whether frozen or 

 

-

Days Out meeting, held in May in 

Portsmouth, New Hampshire, man-

continued on page 17
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Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency

With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com

We are a full-service independent insurance 

agency providing personal, commercial, 

business & marine insurance.

 VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS
  

 

 Construction - we can obtain coverage for  

 any well maintained boat

We specialize in Lobster Boats, Draggers, Scallopers, 

Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

 
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE

COMPETITIVE RATAA ES AND BROAD COVERAGE COMPETITIVE RATAA ES AND BROAD COVERAGE
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Insurance Age

With affiliated offices in Damar

www.smithw

We are a full-service independent in

agency providing personal, comme

business & marine insurance.
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